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• Group discussion 
• Social media to share information on contemporary international issues 
• Simulations of current events (China-Taiwan relations, COP26 and global warming, Libya and human rights) 
• Discussion of the New York Times in each session 
• Stories to explain various value systems 
• Asking students to apply concepts from international relations to their daily lives, for instance how a 

bargaining failure created conflict in their personal lives. 
 
The Madrid section of POLS 1600 had only one student. She exceeded expectations on all criteria. However, this is too 
small a sample from which to draw any conclusions. 
 
 
Summary results outcome 2: Graduates will be able to describe how culture and national identity affect a person’s 
perspectives. 
 
Student is able to: Does not meet 

expectations 
Meets 
expectations 

Exceeds 
expectations 

Outcome is 
not relevant 
to this class 

Identify how 
culture shapes a 
person’s outlook 

5 5 
 
(3 of these from 
Madrid) 

11 
 
(1) 

0 

Contrast dominant 
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B. How specifically have you decided to use these findings to improve teaching and learning in your program? For 

example, perhaps you’ve initiated one or more of the following: 
 

Changes to the 
Curriculum or 
Pedagogies 

• Course content 
• Teaching techniques 
• Improvements in technology  
• Prerequisites 

• Course sequence 
• New courses 
• Deletion of courses 
• Changes in frequency or scheduling of course offerings  

   

Changes to the 
Assessment Plan 

• Student learning outcomes 
• Artifacts of student learning 
• Evaluation process 

• Evaluation tools (e.g., rubrics) 
• Data collection methods 
• Frequency of data collection 

 
Please describe the actions you are taking as a result of these findings. 

 
Because this version of the International Studies major is new and only recently started to graduate students, 
previous assessment results were necessarily focused on the introductory classes that are required of all 
students. Those results produced some suggestions for approaches in individual classes, which were shared 
with faculty who teach those classes. Going forward, we will focus orA.9 ( o3 (ec)12)4.2 (rw(co)-4.1 1s)-4.3 (s)9.6 (e)-3m4 (h)-0e17 Td
2fmts
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The change had a positive effect of allowing more International Studies students than otherwise to enroll in 
the seminar/capstone to receive an advanced level training to appreciate the multidisciplinary nature of the 
field. It also allowed more students than before to conduct research in a more focused setting on a topic of 
their choosing within the curricular expectations.  
 
Indeed, the focus on the upper level seminar 
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International Studies BA assessment 
 
Outcome 1: 




