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Program-Level Assessment: Annual Report 

Program: Sociology  Department:  Sociology and Anthropology  

Degree or Certificate Level: BA College/School: Arts and Sciences  

Date (Month/Year): June/2021 Primary Assessment Contact: Joel Jennings  

In what year was the data upon which this report is based collected? 2020-2021 

In what year was the program’s assessment plan most recently reviewed/updated? 2016 

 
1. Student Learning Outcomes 

Which of the program’s student learning outcomes were assessed in this annual assessment cycle? 

Goal #2:  Sociology majors will understand the role of theory in social analysis. 

Learning Outcomes: 
a) describe the role of theory in building sociological knowledge 
b) compare and contrast basic theoretical orientations; or, identify assumptions in analyses and arguments 
c) apply theories to examples or situations 

 

 
2. Assessment Methods: Student Artifacts  

Which student artifacts were used to determine if students achieved this outcome? Please identify the course(s) in 
which these artifacts were collected. Clarify if any such courses were offered a) online, b) at the Madrid campus, or 
c) at any other off-campus location. 

We analyzed 
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Indirect Methods: 
1) We also gathered data from graduating seniors using focus groups that explored their experiences with 
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6. Closing the Loop: Dissemination and Use of Current Assessment Findings 

A. When and how did your program faculty share and discuss these results and findings from this cycle of 
assessment?  

Sociology has now moved into the second year of our second full assessment cycle. Every fall semester 
the sociology faculty use a division meeting to review the previous year’s findings and consider any 
structural adjustments that need to be made to the program based on our findings. This year this data 
will be used to examine the alignment between Goal #2 and associated learning objectives and the 
larger aims of the sociology program as it relates to teaching theory.  
 

 
B. How specifically have you decided to use findings to improve teaching and learning in your program? For 

example, perhaps you’ve initiated one or more of the following: 
 

Changes to the 
Curriculum or 
Pedagogies 

�x Course content 
�x Teaching techniques 
�x Improvements in technology  
�x Prerequisites 

�x Course sequence 
�x New courses 
�x Deletion of courses 
�x 
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IMPORTANT: Please submit any assessment tools and/or revised/updated assessment plans along with this report. 



Sociology Assessment (2021)  
 

Rubric for Assessing Sociology Goal #2 
 
 

Paper # _____   Last Name__________________ 
 
 

Goal #2:  Sociology majors will understand the role of theory in social analysis. 

 

a) Does the student describe the role of theory in building sociological knowledge 

 

Poor        Adequate        Excellent  
 

1   2   3   4   5 
 
Comments:  
 

b) Does the student compare and contrast basic theoretical orientations;  or, identify 
assumptions in analyses and arguments 

 
Poor        Adequate        Excellent  
 

1   2   3   4   5 
 
Comments:  
 
 
     
      c) Does the student apply theories to examples or situations 

 
Poor        Adequate        Excellent  
 
1   2   3   4   5 
 
Comments:  
 



Sociology Ratings for Goal 2 (2021)



Rubric for Exit  



                                                                                   

 

 

 

 
11. Other Issues: 
 a. Facilities? Lab, lab access…? 
 

b. Research Experience? Did you get the appropriate experience?  Where did you 
get that research experience? 
 

 c. Security issues? 
 
 
12. What additional questions should we be asking? 
 
 
 
Notes on responses: 
 
  



Focus Group Results 
Sociology 5/11/2021 
 
 
1. Favorite courses:  
 
10am 

�x (NAME) – Public Health connection. Health inequalities, mental health (KM), GIS 
(appreciated R & ArcGIS). 

�x (NAME)  – Public Health as well (H&M concentration). Soc of Medicine (KM) and Global 
Mental Health (Cooper) 

�x (NAME)  – Intro to Sociology (JJ) GIS (Prener) now on career path (ICU concentration) to 
look into urban planning  

�x (NAME)  – Med School – Med Sociology very applicable and offers different perspective on 
health problems  

�x (NAME)  – LCD – Prener Intro, Deviance (Pestello) good direction into Law 
�x (NAME)  – Speech Pathology – H&M fits well with future career 

 
 

2:00pm  
 

�x (NAME)  – KM Mental Health, ONeal – Deviance  
�x (NAME) - Health Inequalities, Race/Ethnic w/ Hubman,  
�x (NAME), KM – Methods,  
�x (NAME)  - Law and Society, Chiarello 

 
2. Elective Courses you suggest we create:  

�x More programming opportunities (R, SAS, etc) 
�x Request for more speakers in the field “Real world applications” 
�x Address issues of “what am I going to do” related to previous. Incorporate into 1120 etc. 
�x Challenge of not being able to get all of the courses in the ICU concentration 
�x Not having The Wire available  

 
 

2:00pm 
 

�x BS in Sociology  
�x Sociology of the US/Mexico Border, Immigration-based class 
�x Philosophy of Law  

�x Find a way to do more applied Sociology (e.g. of health like Public Health) 
�x More public health focus in sociology  

 
2:00pm 

�x BS needed for health students 



�x Research methods concentration 
 
4. Breadth of Knowledge  

�x Generally soft but yes  
 
2:00pm 

�x Not sure if able to parse out blurry interdisciplinary lines  
 
 
5. Hands on Courses 

�x Dr. Cooper – a lot of independent projects, symposium 
�x GIS minor – hands on work  (Intro – Prener, 2 demographics – Sandoval) 
�x KM – Capstone (value in applying theory) (also hands on research w/ faculty) 
�x -- Website or email about research opportunities with Faculty   

 
2:00pm 

�x BO – Qualitative Methods, Ethnography course 
�x JJ – Soc 1120 – Suitcase experience – 



2:00pm 
�x Access – no issues 
�x Restrooms – about the best 

Security Issues 
�x Never felt unsafe 
�x Personally alright but friends had scary experiences at Coronado 
�x “As a woman on campus I have to worry” & students of color don’t always feel safe 
�x Chiarello – took period to discuss safety 
�x 
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