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Students must enroll in a Current Topics (IAS 

6030) course each semester in their 3
rd 

and 4
th 

years where they give oral presentations on 
recent research from current literature not 
directly based their own specific research 
topic. They are expected to project their own 
independently crafted research ideas based on 
the chosen research presentation subject.  

At the end of their studies, students give an 
oral presentation to defend their research.  

and prestige of the conference 
(regional, national or international) for 
presentations, or journal impact factor 
for publications.  

IAS 6030 Interdisciplinary Seminar 
course is used as a direct measurement 
of student success on this outcome. 

and has been appended (Appendix A1). 
This should be used by all members of the 
Dissertation Research Proposal 
Committee.  

Dissertation Assessment and Final 
Defense Assessement rubrics have been 
developed and appended (Appendices A2 
and A3). They should both be used by all 
members of the Dissertation Defense 
Committee. 
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Use of Assessment Data 
1. How and when will analyzed data be used by program 
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Data from the Dissertation Research Proposal, Dissertation and Final Defense assessments should be used to inform faculty (not students) of both 

weaknesses and strengths in achieving learning objectives.  

 

2. How and when will the program faculty evaluate the impact of assessment-informed changes made in previous years? 

every three years. 

 
Additional Questions 
1. On what schedule/cycle will program faculty assess each of the program’s student learning outcomes?  (Please note:  It is not recommended to try to 

assess every outcome every year.)   
Assessment will be implemented continuously and reported annually. 

 

2. Describe how, and the extent to which, program faculty contributed to the development of this plan. 

Prepared by the IAS Program Director and reviewed, critiqued and amended by the IAS Administrative Committee. Assessment plan will be reviewed 

every three years. External sources: University of West Florida Interdisciplinary Sciences, University of Missouri – Kansas City Interdisciplinary PhD 

Studies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT:  Please remember to submit any rubrics or other assessment tools along with this plan.  
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Appendix A2 
SLU IAS Program – PhD Dissertation Assessment Rubric 
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Appendix A3 
SLU IAS – Final Defense Assessment Rubric for PhD students
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