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Program-Level Assessment: Annual Report 

Program 
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• #3. My PhD program prepared me with beginning expertise in to critique and integrate different science perspectives in the 
conduct of research. 

• #5. 
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96% of students achieved 
80% or greater on the 
philosophy paper. 

 
 
Dissertation Defense 
 
The PhD candidate demonstrated beginning skills in the following areas (1= not at all; 5- very well): There were 21 students who 
had a defense since the last assessment of this Learning outcome.  
 



 
 

   April 2021 4 
 

• Question #5 – 9 out of 9 agreed or strongly  
Agreed with this item (100% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
5. Findings: Interpretations & Conclusions  

What have you learned from these results? What does the data tell you? 
Course Work 
The evidence from courses that are evaluated for this learning outcome measures foundational knowledge for 
developing as a nursing scientist.  These courses are taken in the student’s first year of study so indicate their 
beginning development. The assessment data indicates that students are meeting our assessment criteria in 
successfully completing the major assignments for these courses. 
 
Dissertation Defense  
The Dissertation Defense provides ending evidence of the student’s development through the PhD program.  Faculty 
attendees provide feedback on student work when attending their public dissertation defenses.  We have had an 
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Changes to the 
Assessment Plan 

• Student learning outcomes 
• Artifacts of student learning 
• Evaluation process 

• Evaluation tools (e.g., rubrics) 
• Data collection methods 
• Frequency of data collection 

 
Please describe the actions you are taking as a result of these findings. 

The assessments in this report include evaluation of students early in their program, at the end, and post-
graduation.  At this time we are not making further chani6 (i)-5 (u)-0.o)
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It is too soon to see changes in the assessment data at this point, other than the faculty report, but we will be 
tracking this over time. 
 

 
D. How do you plan to (continue to) use this information moving forward? 

We will continue to conduct our assessments and review the learning outcomes annually (or more often if other 
issues arise). 
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NURS 6800:  Theory paper rubric  

Thesis  

Easily identifiable, plausible, novel, sophisticated, insightful, crystal clear.  10    
   
  
  
  

Promising, but may be slightly unclear, or lacking in insight or originality.  7 
May be unclear (contain many vague terms), appear unoriginal, or offer relatively 
little that is new; provides little around which to structure the paper.  4 
Difficult to identify at all, may be bland restatement of obvious point.  0 

Structure  

Evident, understandable, appropriate for thesis. Excellent transitions from 
 10 point to point. Paragraphs support solid topic sentences.    

44
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NURS 6813 Philosophy Final Paper and Rubric 

Final paper :  Students can select among the following paper topics for the final paper. An alternative paper 
topic may be suggested by a student but must be approved in advance by the faculty member. The final 
paper is due on December 7. 
 
Evaluation of final pap er:   40% of grade: see below  
GENERAL EVALUATION RUBRIC FOR PAPERS 

 
 
Thesis 

Easily identifiable, plausible, novel, sophisticated, 
insightful, crystal clear.  

16  
   

Promising, but may be slightly unclear, or lacking in 
insight or originality.  

13 

May be unclear (contain many vague terms), appear 
unoriginal, or offer relatively little that is new; 
provides little around which to structure the paper.  

 
10 

Difficult to identify at all, may be bland restatement 
of obvious point.  

7 

 
 
 
Structure  

Evident, understandable, appropriate for thesis. 
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Qualitative Methods NURS 6810 
 
Mini Proposal- Scholarly Paper  
  
This assignment gives you the opportunity to design your own study. Choose a topic of your choice 
(suggest that you consider your dissertation focus, as it stands right now). Conduct a brief literature 
review that identifies a gap in the science that your proposed study will fill. Choose a research design 
(tradition, approach), method and methodology that matches your study purpose. 
  
Grading Rubric  
 
Based on your specific research topic focus, write a paper, 10 pages max, excluding references. 
 
  Points 
1. Problem significance                                                                                                   

This section should include: 
• Relevant 

incidence/prevalence                                                                            
• The negative effects of the problem on the individuals, family, and 

community 
• Identification of gaps 
• One research question 

(Make sure that your literature review includes government or key 
organization reports, integrative and comprehensive summary. If available, 
use research resources such as meta-synthesis, meta-summary, and 
meta-analysis) 

 

20 pts.  

2. Method                                                                                                                        . 
This section should 
include:                                                                                            ______ 
• Specific approach (e.g., case study, qualitative description, 

phenomenology, ethnography, grounded theory, etc.) 
• Philosophy and methodology underpinning your selected approach (e.g., 

why such research method) 
 

20
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clarity)                                                                                                      
 
APA 
format                                                                                                                                
 

10 pts.   

                                                             Total Points Earned  (Out of 100) 
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RESEARCH PLAN PART 2: Significance and Innovation (possible 8 points):  
This section should explain the importance of the problem or describe the critical barrier to progress in the field. Explain how the 
proposed research project will improve scientific knowledge, technical capability, and/or clinical practice in one or more broad 
fields.  Describe how the concepts, methods, technologies, treatments, services, or preventative interventions that drive this field 
will be changed if the proposed aims are achieved.  Recommended Length: Approximately 2 pages.  
Content: This section should cover:  

• the state of existing knowledge, including literature citations and highlights of relevant data;  
• rationale of the proposed research;  
• explain gaps that the project is intended to fill; and  
• 
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