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• 21st century CARNEGIE 1 research university grounded in SLU’s Jesuit 
mission 

• Rooted in ST. LOUIS as an ANCHOR INSTITUTION, generating research, 
innovation, and talent to fuel the region’s knowledge economy 

• DISTINCTIVE, top-ranked RESEARCH STRENGTHS that address the 
needs of our city, nation, and world

• INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS with universities, investors, companies, 
community, and civic organizations 

• Enhanced RESEARCH REPUTATION drives overall metrics on faculty 
recruitment, student enrollment, clinical care, and philanthropy
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• Culture Change – Support, Expectations, Identity
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• Big Ideas & Centers
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• External Perception of SLU as Research University
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• Growth in Scholarly & Scientific Impact and Research Expenditures
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SLU RESEARCH: 2022-2027

ACHIEVING ESCAPE VELOCITY
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By 2027, the experience of being a researcher at SLU will be characterized by:

Vibrant Research Environment
• An intense, radically interdisciplinary, diverse intellectual environment made up of mission-

driven, collaborative, ambitious faculty, research staff, and students 
• Excellent physical and computing research infrastructure together with skilled support staff
• High expectations and recognition for research excellence together with appropriate 

teaching loads for highly productive researchers 

Outstanding Research Support
• Talented staff support for exploring new ideas; finding collaborators and building research 

programs; finding, applying for, and managing grants; compliance and research integrity
• Expertise in finding diverse federal, philanthropic, and industry funding; building innovative 

collaborations with external entities; generating impact through publishing, publicizing, and 
commercializing

Heightened Research Profile & Reputation 
•
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Accelerate critical mass of high research-intensive faculty

• Strategic hiring in growth areas and Centers of Excellence, signature 
hires in key areas

• Transparent and measurable expectations for research productivity 
for TT faculty along with graduated teaching and service

• Recognize, support, and celebrate top researchers as RI Fellows and 
Endowed Professors

• Land 90% of our top faculty candidates, and retain 90% of our best 
researchers
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Big Ideas Institutes / University-wide Centers of Excellence
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• Position SLU as St. Louis’ lead research, talent, and innovation resource 
for companies, civic and community organizations, and VC investors 

• Serve as applied research partner with the City and County on
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Build multi-channel marketing and communications strategies to raise SLU’s 
regional and national profile as an emerging research powerhouse. 
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• SLU and RI Websites 
• PR/Earned Media
• Social Media 
• Print Materials (i.e. Annual RI Impact Report)
• Direct (email)
• Internal/External Events 
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