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In September 1985, former Saint Louis University President Paul 
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Spring Hall 
Opens

After nearly two years 
of planning, preparation 
and construction, the 
$43.8 million Spring Hall 
welcomed students on 
Aug. 17. To celebrate 
the official opening 
of the eight-story, 
153,000-square-foot 
residence hall, a ribbon-
cutting ceremony was 
held on Aug. 8. 

The residence is located 
at the corner of Laclede 
and Spring avenues 
(south of Fusz Hall), 
which formerly was 
the location of Clark’s 
Bar and later The 
Grind coffeehouse. It’s 
equipped with single and 
double suite-style rooms, 
a “living room” with a 
kitchen, study lounges, 
a conference room, a 
chapel and an outdoor 
courtyard/amphitheater, 
which has been named 
in honor of SLU legend 
Mary Bruemmer. In 
addition, Spring 
Hall is home to two 
learning communities 

— the Honors Learning 
Community and the 
Leadership for Social 
Change Learning 
Community. The 
residence hall adheres 
to LEED silver standards, 
promising a comfortable 
and environmentally 
friendly space for its new 
inhabitants.  Photos by 
Sam Fentress

O N  C A M P U S

Archbishop Robert Carlson of St. Louis joins a large crowd giving alumna and 
longtime volunteer Mary Bruemmer (seated) a standing ovation.
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Dame Mary  
Bruemmer Awarded Papal Knighthood
Former dean of student affairs Mary Bruemmer (A&S ’42, Grad Ed ’60) 
was named a Dame Commander of the Order of Saint Sylvester Pope and 
Martyr in June.

The honor was a surprise during a retirement party for the 96-year-old 
who served as a full-time SLU volunteer for the past 26 years. (She first 
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“The Billiken Teacher Corps is a program with 
three interlocking pillars,” said Dr. John James,  a 
School of Education faculty member who helped 
make the program a reality. “One, teaching in a 
high-need, urban, Catholic school. Two, earning 
a tuition-remission master’s degree at Saint Louis 
University. And three, living in an intentional faith 
community, which involves prayer and personal 
spiritual development.”

The program launched in June 2015. Participants 
are recent college graduates, some with undergrad-
uate degrees in education and some without, who 
have a drive to serve and a desire to teach. The 
inaugural six Billiken Teachers have started their 
second year in the program and welcomed a new 
cohort of seven this past June. 

The Bil liken Teacher Corps is based on the 
Alliance for Catholic Education at Notre Dame, but 
anyone familiar with service-driven programs will 
notice similar elements. It’s like the Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps, but with a teaching component. It’s like 
Teach for America, but all participants live together. 

Michelle Ehrhard, a second-year Billiken Teacher 
Corps student who is originally from St. Louis, 
heard about the program during her senior year at 
Truman State University.

“It’s like my personality was shifted into a pro-
gram,” Ehrhard said. “I was somewhere between 
being Catholic and wanting to teach, but wanting 
it to be more than just a career — wanting to show 
God through it.”

The Teaching
Each student in the program is placed in an 
under-resourced school in the St. Louis region to 
teach for two years. Elise Earley teaches middle 
school science at St. Cecilia School and Academy in 

St. Louis. She has always wanted to effect change in 
the world. But because she did not decide to become 
a teacher until after she graduated from college, she 
was without the student-teaching experience that 
undergraduate education majors have.

A Day in 
the Life
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T he photos Cengiz Yar takes are hard to 
look at and even harder to look away 
from. Amid dusty earth tones — the rub-

ble of fallen desert cities, crisscrossed with dark 
wire; camouflaged fatigues; fragments of bone 
out of context — he captures swaths of verdant 
countryside and snaps of deep red — carnations 
atop a casket, a kaffiyeh scarf, a smear of blood. 
Whether devastating or beautiful or both, the 
shots invite the viewer to take a closer look: 
This is the face of suffering. This is humanity.

A documentary photographer and freelance 
photojournalist, Yar (Cook ’09) has focused 
recently on two main subjects: the ongoing 
conflict in the Middle East and the proliferation 
of gun violence in the United States. 

His work takes him from Kurdistan to 
Ferguson and back, to places probably unfamil-
iar to most of his fellow Saint Louis University 
alumni.

But his background, at least the SLU portion 
of it, is certainly familiar. Like so many students, 
Yar came to Saint Louis University from his hometown of Milwaukee 
because of a scholarship (in his case, the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Scholarship) and because he’s a legacy (his aunt and uncle, Marge and 
Pete Donegan, graduated in the mid-1970s). Add in a series of good 
grants, and SLU was his best option, although maybe not the most 
obvious path to what he planned to do with his life.

Yar fell in love with photography in high school and knew it was the 
career for him. But Saint Louis University offered only a few photog-
raphy courses.

“It didn’t make sense to me to go to school for photography,” Yar said. 
“I went to SLU knowing I’d want to run my own business someday, 
and that I’d be able to get a good business education there.”

He studied in the John Cook School of Business while gravitating 
toward extracurriculars with a visual bent, including video produc-
tion for SLU TV and a summer internship at a small media company 
in St. Louis. 

Then he decided to study abroad. 
“I wanted to be as far away from my comfort zone as possible,” Yar 

said. So he chose the program farthest away, ending up at Beijing 
University of International Business and Economics through an 
exchange program sponsored by Loyola University Chicago. As soon 
as he got to China, his perception shifted.

“Beijing was a complete shock,” he said. “I was immediately over-
whelmed by how many other people there are in the world.”

The frame around him was expanding, quickly. He returned to 
America and to SLU with a global perspective, and decided to concen-
trate on international business.

After graduating, Yar spent a year and a half teaching English and 
developing his photography skills in Thailand, and then moved to 
Chicago, which he still considers his home base. Since 2012, he has 
traveled in and out of the United States, mostly to the Middle East. At 
the end of October 2015, he relocated to northern Iraq.

Not affiliated with a specific news or photo 
agency, Yar is entirely freelance, which essen-
tially means he’s putting that business education 
to good use. He does all of his own pitching, 
marketing, fundraising and accounting. And 
then there’s the work of photography, of course.

“Less than 5 percent of my work is actually 
taking photos,” he estimated.

He splits his work between creating sto-
ries for nongovernmental organizations and 
producing material for news organizations 
and magazines. His work has been published 
and mentioned by some notable news sources, 
as well: BBC World News, The Guardian, The 

Telegraph, Maclean’s Magazine and Mashable 
among others. In 2015, he was awarded the 
Online News Association’s inaugural James W. 
Foley award for conflict freelancers.

Accepting the award, Yar said, “For a free-
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hen John O’Leary (Cook ’99) was 9 
years old, he decided to experiment 

with f ire and gasoline in his fami-
ly’s garage. His innocent undertaking 
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Platinum Crown ($5,000,000+)

Natalie and John Alberici
Steven (A&S ’75) and Patricia Bander
Richard (A&S ’75) and Jill Chaifetz
John (COOK ’64) and Lucy Cook
Mary Beth (A&S ’67) and Gerald Daniels
Paul (MED ’59) and Nicole Pitlyk
Patrick 
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Regent ($25,000+)

Dianna (SW ’78, GRAD SW ’79) and J. Joe (COOK ’63, GRAD COOK 
’67) Adorjan

Jeanine and James Allsup
Joseph (COOK ’80, LAW ’84, GRAD COOK ’85)
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Eva Frazer and Steven Roberts
Will Gimenez (GRAD A&S ’55)

Beth (LAW ’99) and Randy (A&S ’95, LAW ’98) Gori
Maurice Green
M. Teresa Haynes
Greg He�ernan
Elizabeth and Stephen Holmes
Linda (A&S ’78) and Michael Honigfort
Mary Ann and Edward Ignaczak
Joseph Imbs (GRAD COOK ’75)

Barry (LAW ’95) and Gaye Julian
Colleen and Paul Kalsbeek
Michael Kenney
Judith (A&S ’82) and Jerald Kent
John (A&S ’67, LAW ’71) and Susan Kilo
Patrick (PARKS ’59) and Cynthia Lee
Lawrence (COOK ’73) and Dorothy LeGrand
LaVerne (A&S ’64) and Paul Lorenzini
Robert MacDonald (A&S ’57, MED ’61)

John Manera (DENT ’56)

Joy C. Meisel (A&S ’60)

Terry (MED ’72) and Carol Moore
Amelia and Henry Nasrallah
Noemi and Michael Neidor�
Francis O’Donnell
David Orthwein
G. Keith Phoenix (LAW ’74)

Emil 
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Stephen Aarons (LAW ’79) and Doris Valdez
Therese (NURS ’69) and Gerald Abbenhaus
Nerella and Ghazi Accaoui
Samuel (A&S ’68) and Tana Adamo
H. Douglas (GRAD ’05) and Hilda Adams

Dianna (SW ’78, GRAD SW ’79) and J. Joe (COOK ’63,  

GRAD COOK ’67) Adorjan
Louis Akerman (MED ’64)

Natalie and John Alberici
Robert (PARKS ’70) and Susan Allen
Jack† (A&S ’59) and Eileen Allgaier

John (A&S ’65) and Judith April
Samuel† (MED ’40) and Catherine Arnold
Richard (A&S ’63) and Judith Ashley
Mark (DENT ’78) and Patricia Azar
Melvin† (LAW ’52) and Sue Bahle
Ronald (COOK ’61)† and Kathleen Ballinger
Issa Baroudi
Christine Barrett (DOISY ’97)

John Batastini (PARKS ’66)

Felix (IT ’61, GRAD COOK ’67) and MaryAnn Baz-Dresch
Hiram (MED ’43) and Angela Bazzoli
Ronald Beare (DOISY ’74)

Louise Belt (LAW ’83)

Richard (A&S ’68) and Sherilyn Berger
Margaret Berkner (NURS ’70, GRAD NURS ’81)

Jeanne (A&S ’83) and Kenneth Best
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Harvey (MED ’68) and Melanie Billig
Dana (MED ’83) and Gregory (MED ’83) Blair
Marian Blanchfield (SW ’57)

J. Russell Bley (A&S ’61)

David (A&S ’79) and Sarah Blick
Gene (IT ’60) and Sandra Block
Nancy (NURS ’61) and Thomas (GRAD COOK ’61) Blum
Paul (COOK ’60) and Sally Bocklage
Nan and Oliver† Boileau
Nancy (A&S ’66) and Gerald† (A&S ’55, GRAD A&S ’56) Bone
Robert Boyles (A&S ’55)

Genehan Brion (GRAD E&PS ’11)

Mary Norris Brown (SW ’79, GRAD PH ’93)

Genevieve Brueggemann (A&S ’56, GRAD E&PS ’65, SW ’74)

Mary Bruemmer (A&S ’42, GRAD E&SP ’60)
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David (A&S ’66) and Mary Jane Ortbals
Mary Beth Ortbals (A&S ’64, LAW ’68)

Bonnie (A&S ’62) and Thomas Owens
Harry Owens (A&S ’62, MED ’66)

Ralph (COOK ’75) and JoAnn Owens
Frank (MED ’64) and Evie Palumbo
Daniel† (COOK ’48) and Phyllis Pautler
Charles Peter (A&S ’62, MED ’66)

Kristen Peterson
Thomas (MED ’73) and Susan Phillips
G. Keith Phoenix (LAW ’74)

Je�rey (MED ’78) and Lynne Pietz
Celia† and Stephen Pike
Paul (MED ’59) and Nicole Pitlyk
Barbara (GRAD E&PS ’81) and Stanley Plummer
Emil (COOK ’48, LAW ’52) and Neola Poertner
Patricia Potter (GRAD NURS ’78, ’02)

Robert (COOK ’50) and Margaret† Power
Robert Powers (COOK ’85)

Hugo† (GRAD A&S ’51, ’54, MED ’55) and Judith Pribor
Mary Jo (A&S ’59) and Robert (A&S ’59) Proost
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Sander C. Sowers (LAW), of Lear 
Werts, received the Boone County Bar 
Association Outstanding Service Award. 
Sowers lives in Columbia, Missouri.

2006

Thomas Addis (LAW) is a shareholder 
with the law firm Sandberg Phoenix and 
von Gontard, focusing on business law 
and litigation. He lives in St. Louis.

Jayne Glaser (LAW) is a partner at Keefe 
and Brodie in St. Louis.

J. Elliott Kavanaugh (A&S) lives in 
Evansville, Indiana, where he is vice 
president of operations at a small 
community bank.

Christine (Donaldson) Maxwell (COOK) 
is a senior budget manager at the 
University of Virginia in Charlottesville.

Kevin McManus (LAW) joined the law firm 
of Williams Dirks Dameron. He also is a 
member of the city council of Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

Dr. Michael Rota (GRAD A&S) published 
Taking Pascal’s Wager: Faith, Evidence 
and the Abundant Life
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Jeffrey A. Herman (LAW) is an associate 
at Greensfelder, Hemker and Gale. He 
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Ms. Margaret Michelson (NURS ’39)

Mr. James McLaughlin (A&S ’40)

Mr. Edward Gnade (COOK ’41)

Mr. Francis Langenfeld (PARKS ’41)

Mr. Robert Temm (COOK ’41)

Mr. Anthony Brenner (A&S ’42)

Dr. James Finney (MED ’43)

Mr. Albert Maixner (COOK ’43)

Dr. Halleck Warren (A&S ’43)

Dr. Saul Halem (DENT ’44)

Mr. Merlin Phillips (PARKS ’44)

Dr. Joseph Bauer (DENT ’45)

Dr. Herbert Carroll (MED ’45)

Dr. Frances Hayden (DENT ’46)

Mrs. Jennie (D’Amelio) Cranfield 
(NURS ’47)

Dr. John Heiser (A&S ’47)

Mrs. Patricia (Quinn) Henderson 
(DOISY ’47)

Mr. Robert Davis (COOK ’58)

Dr. Elliot Fox (DENT ’58)

Sr. Mary Garvey (ED ’58)

Dr. Paul Haas (MED ’58)

Ms. Patricia (Fields) Hamilton (A&S ’58)

Dr. Raymond Hayden (MED ’58)

Sr. Patricia Lowman (A&S ’58)

Mr. Francis McCabe (PARKS ’58)

Mr. Jerry Meyer (PARKS ’58)

Sr. Mary Murphy (PH ’58)

Mrs. Alice (Ernst) Nicols (NURS ’58)

Mr. Vincent Beck (IT ’61)

Mr. Michael Bilgere (COOK ’61)

Dr. Glenn Sebastian (A&S ’63)

Dr. Donald Springer (MED ’63)

Mrs. Geraldine (Eskimo) Versey  
(A&S ’63)

Mrs. Mary (Hilt) Whelan (A&S ’63)

Mr. David Behnen (A&S ’64)

Mrs. Lucille (Derr) Cronin (A&S ’64)

Sr. Bartholomew DeRouen (A&S ’64)

Mr. Gary Johnson (COOK ’67)

Dr. Marvin Kanne (A&S ’67)

Dr. Peter Standard (MED ’67)

Mr. Frederick Baehr (LAW ’68)

Mr. Michael Cole (A&S ’68)

Mr. Richard Coyle (ED ’68)

Sr. Julice Fontana (ED ’68)

Mr. Norman Frager (COOK ’68)

Mrs. Patricia (Hauser) Giarraffa  
(NURS ’68)

Ms. Ida Goodwin Woolfolk (ED ’68)

Mr. William King (COOK ’68)

Mr. Jerry Murphy (LAW ’68)

Miss Margaret Ryan (ED ’68)

Mr. Charles Scott (PARKS ’68)

Mr. Walter Shaw (LAW ’68)

Mr. William Voskamp (IT ’68)

Sr. Mary Kosiut (ED ’69)

Dr. Francis Merenda (MED ’69)

Mr. Peter Palumbo (LAW ’69)

Sr. Marion Rappl (A&S ’69)

Sr. Agnes Spexarth (PH ’69)

Mr. John Wasniewski (A&S ’69)

Mr. Lawrence Basile (ED ’70)

Sr. Angela Cools-Lartigue (NURS ’70)

Mr. Daniel Danieu (IT ’70)

Dr. Roosevelt Johnson (ED ’70)

Mr. Stanley Kenjarski (COOK ’70)

Ms. Charleen Klister (ED ’70)

Lt. Col. William Reiter (PARKS ’70)

Mr. Frank Thompson (COOK ’70)

Mrs. Thelma Williamson (ED ’70)

Rev. Joseph Blattner (SW ’71)

Mr. Anthony Cassimatis (LAW ’71)

Mr. Robert Lyons (COOK ’71)

Dr. John Pellock (MED ’71)

Mrs. Pearline (Williams) Phillips (A&S ’71)

Dr. Richard Schuppan (ED ’71)

Mr. Arthur Swift (IT ’71)

Mr. Carl Eisert (A&S ’72)

Dr. Clarence Fennewald (A&S ’72)

Mr. Robert Graham (LAW ’72)

Mr. Gregory Lakebrink (A&S ’72)

Dr. George E. 
Thoma (MED ’47), 
professor of internal 
medicine and vice 
president of SLU 
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