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2019 ATLANTIC 10 CHAMPIQys

Billikens Win
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Cancer Center Receives $4.5 Million Gi

he School of Medicine received a $4.5 million gift from the estate of Dr. LeRoy
Fink (Med '56) to support the Saint Louis University Cancer Center. Fink’s gift
is one of the largest in the history of the medical school.

A lifelong supporter of the University, Fink named the School of Medicine as a
beneficiary of his estate, providing funds that will be used to support the Cancer
Center specifically with research and clinical care, as well as the Cancer Center’s
active focus on clinical trials and its outpatient bone marrow transplant program. A
native of Edwardsville, lllinois, Fink died in January 2018 at age 87.

He was an active alumnus, assisting in planning numerous class reunions as a
volunteer and providing many gifts to support student scholarships and programs
in the School of Medicine.
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SLU Celebrates Its 2019 Graduates

s he stood at the commencement podium,

Matthew Prest (Parks '19), Saint Louis University's
student speaker, told the crowd to be mindful of a
proverb from his native New Zealand: “What is the
most important thing in the world? It is the people, it
is the people, it is the people.”

For Prest and the University's 2,546 newest alumni,
the call to change the world for the better defined
their SLU experience and the paths they will take
following their May 18 commencement at Chaifetz
Arena.

“The legacy of SLU and of yourselves is in your
hands,” Prest said. “What being a Billiken means is
up to you, but | challenge you to make it matter.”

University President Dr. Fred P. Pestello echoed
Prest’s emphasis on the uniqueness of a Jesuit edu-
cation and on Billikens as change-makers, as did the
ceremony’s keynote speaker, Randall L. Stephenson,
chairman and CEO of AT&T.

Stephenson received an honorary doctor of com-
merce degree during the ceremony. Others given
honorary degrees were Robert Cardillo, former
director of the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency; Marie Kenyon (Law '86), a lawyer and
director of the Peace and Justice Commission of
the Archdiocese of St. Louis; and Donald Ross, vice
chairman of Enterprise Holdings Inc.
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Dr. Christopher Arnatt, Assistant Professor of Chemistry

Lquir’ﬁ’r st il r’urché's* df reyath tic ch mistry laks §

Reservoir safety and sustainability are crucial issues that are being
exacerbated by aging American infrastructure, population growth
and increased extreme precipitation. Current methods for analyzing
reservoir capacities predate computers. Cox will use advanced geo-
spatial techniques to develop a new method to compute capacities.
This will enable engineers to accurately estimate volume and sed-
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- ws forus all. SLU’s
Dr. Gerardo Camilo and
Kl his students head into the

study their relationship
with humans.

- 4 [ 4 Inthe collectionroomin
h I l ﬁ ~ '_' the basement of the newly
Y AR el renovated Macelwane Hall,
S m Dr. Gerardo Camilo has access
to drawers upon drawers of bee
specimens, about 18,000 inall.
it But that doesn't stop him from
E _ searching for more.

: : . The first time he went to collect at Saint Louis
—ByAmyGarland @
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Camilo has always been big into bugs.
“As a little kid growing up in Puerto Rico, | chased every bug, every
little critter, lizards, frogs,” he said. “My mom hoped I'd outgrow the
bug phase. | never did.”
From the start, he found a way to turn his love into his livelihood.

“An American lady lived down the street from us. One day she came screaming
out of her house: There was a lizard inside! Now, it's a tropical environment — we
have lizards everywhere. | went in with a friend and caught the lizard. She gave us
$5. Mind you, this is 1973 or '74. We proceeded to collect lizards everywhere and toss
them in her yard,” he said, grinning.

He went to college thinking he'd study marine sciences and happened to take an
entomology course only because it fit into his schedule.

“After a couple of weeks...
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— > Foa | 30 X -, L
* ' E N 5‘:‘1 l".‘ ’-. wm _:‘. m nature around our homes should look, and we've codified those sensitivities into
|

E [
2 T4 .. .
tn e L _ neighborhood associations. How high can you keep your lawn? How many trees
el can you put in your yard, and what kind? The collective set of decisions leads to

: m standardization across the spatial regime,” he said. “We call it homogeneity.”
_: _ ] E On a larger scale, Americans also have homogenized the way we farm.

“The way we grow food has changed more in the last 50 years than in the pre-
vﬂ - \ vious 5,000,” Camilo said. “Agricultural policy in the United States favors huge
= e = Iy amounts of monoculture so you can then homogenize your product. We have
learned to homogenize our crops by homogenizing the environment and homog-
. By . T enizing the genetics of the crops.”

Unfortunately, although homogeneity might produce a lovely landscape or
consistent crops, it does not encourage bees or other pollinators. To thrive, most
bees need a broad diet — easy access to different kinds of pollen.

It makes sense, then, that Camilo found so many different kinds of bees in St.
Louis’ community gardens — they produce a diverse bounty.

“Especially on the north side, there is a broad range of cultural representation.
St. Louis’ International Institute runs several of the gardens, where you have
refugees from Sub-Saharan Africa, Saharan Africa, Southeast Asia and Latin
America all planting. People tend to grow stuff they like and know how to cook,”
Camilo said. “That leads to a diversity of flower resources, which leads to a diver-
sity of bees.”

Knowing that native bees are thriving in the city's commu-
nity gardens and food roofs gave Camilo traction. The next
step is mapping pollinators in the area on a greater scale.
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four colleagues from Saint Louis University School of
Law met for drinks at a bar near campus. It was 1981,
o he Social Se ity Act Amendmen

was just being implemented across all 50 states. Law
professors Jesse Goldner, Sandra Johnson, Nic Terr

entirely new legal field — but in fact, that was just
what they did.

With a few scribbles on a now legendary cock-

B tail napkin, the professors created the Saint Louis

& University School of Law Center for Health Law

avV.
] Now in its fourth decade, the Center for Health
‘. Law Studies has been ranked a top program

Nationa nco News £ \Aorld Panort started

at Harvard Law, Boston University and Yale.
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he sustained success of the Center for Health Law

Studies can be attributed to many things, but a
thoughtful approach to partnerships in academia, the
legal community and community health organizations
created a foundation for progress.

Some of the early partnerships were with the
American Society of Law and Medicine (now known
as the American Society of Law, Medicine and Ethics)
and the National Health Lawyers Association (now the
American Health Lawyers Association).

“We had a strategy of partnering with leading orga-
nizations early on,” Johnson said. “We proposed
to NHLA that we become a depos-
itory library, that we
CO-SpoNsor a pro-
gram — anything
to build relation-
ships nationally is
what we did. That
strategy allowed to us
to build long-lasting
partnerships.”

It was through
the relationship with
ASLME that the Health
Law Scholars Workshop
was born. A pinnacle pro-
gram of the center, the
workshop is a collegial
forum in which faculty from
around the country who are
new to health law and bioeth-
ics present works-in-progress
and receive advice from experi-
enced scholars and teachers in the field.

One of the scholars to present at the first Health Law
Scholars Workshop was Rob Gatter, now the center’s
director and a SLU law professor.

“That Health Law Scholars Workshop was the most
formative professional weekend of my life,” Gatter said.
“I thought, now | know what I am doing, now | know
how to do it. Now | have all of these contacts, and those
contacts can back me up.”
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One afternoon in Fébru'ary, SiX
of SLU'’s student dance groups took to the
stage in Xavier Theatre to show o their
skills and celebrate all things dance at SLU.
These six groups exemplify today's Saint
Louis University dance community: diverse,
enthusiastic and growing. In recent years,
the number of dance teams on campus has
climbed, and today, nearly a dozen groups
bring an impressive range of dance styles
and world rhythms to SLU.
The dancers themselves have a lot to
poth on ge
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they love about SLU's dance community
writ large.

3 L
- =l

o

20 | 4 _!‘AJ_I THE ALUMNI MAGAZINE OF SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY W " -

N






UIS UNIVERSITY










1952

Cli ordHackett (a&s), uMish da
lg_é.:aﬁhnﬁ' an h\it ﬁ usd r
f
R et | Ay
ais tasd th o Tiinsy fh #
r10% arsisnth r:}‘ i-aS R e
a:‘dtﬁr'\vu.w .S. Arm‘y, ac‘k tt:
st at 13y ars i rkis.
‘i'_th ¢ amd‘g n.a‘lr mbrs
aFFalrs T“ sialf uch
|th thorir ma ks, , sclass
!f 1952, iacludiss. Bob Erllnger {A&s}
2d Marion Reis (Ags). All tAR 2%
actls , sThe University News.

1961

Sister Mary

Christine

Morkovsky { 2A
A&S61,°66,°90}

uMish d Pilgrims

n Providence:
A History of

the Texas Congregation of Divine
Providence in Mexico. St I%* simSan

Asgy 5 .
1963

Dr. Edward Chow{ }, as
imt d hiss L.httr

)
R »H Sawramc:lsq
4 Mmiss] simrasuary 2018 asd
% fx sasits 7 sid atasdas
chawma.‘ f! 41(:'76 b C.Sam

srasacisG mra itake ist
NSNS

1964

Kathleen (Brady) Andria{ A )
has12..rasdchildr masdt,, ¢ at-
_.rasdchildr a and isamak‘:: tug r

inh R il Sh [T sinAkg uy

3 Al
1965

Theodore Biondo { } ith th
Ok au, FSaf ty asd n.,u; -*r atal

i
_!A.:I THE ALUMNI MAGAZINE OF SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY




2019 Alumni Merit Awards
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