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As members of the SLU family (forever), you 
extend the impact of these moments in each 
of your lives and communities. You rely on the 
wisdom you have earned, during your days at 
SLU and in the years since, to make unique and 
transformative contributions to the greater 
good. 
nƝʭƛƨƛŖƝǢǖʭƨŮʭƌƨȈʭīƝŏʭǢŻƛŖǖʭƨŮʭŏŻŮȚňǪƒǢȈɾʭȈƨǪʭ

remember what it means to be a Billiken. And 
you commence. 

May God’s blessings be with you this summer, 
and always. 

Dr. Fred P. Pestello  
President

Features Departments
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O N  C A M P U S

University Names 
Two New Deans

Dr. Donna LaVoie
DEAN, COLLEGE OF ARTS AND 
SCIENCES

LaVoie served as interim 
dean since 2020, 
overseeing the Arts and 
Sciences reorganization, 

where some programs moved to the new 
School of Science and Engineering. Before 
that, she was associate dean in the college 
for 12 years. A professor of psychology, she 
has been at SLU since 1995. 

Dr. Gregory E. 
Triplett Jr.
DEAN, SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND 
ENGINEERING

The inaugural dean for 
Science and Engineering, 
Triplett most recently was 

senior associate dean for academic a�airs 
at the Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of Engineering. He joined VCU in 
2016 as a professor and associate dean for 
graduate studies. He began his academic 
career in 2011 at the University of Missouri 
in Columbia, where he was an associate 
professor, lab director and associate 
director of Mizzou’s honors college.

SLU Partners With Jesuit Organization 
to Educate Refugees

S aint Louis University is partnering with Jesuit Worldwide Learning 
(JWL) to offer a bachelor’s degree to international students displaced by 

ňƨƝȝŻňǢɾʭƒīňƏʭƨŮʭƨǋǋƨǎǢǪƝŻǢȈʭīƝŏʭǋƨȁŖǎǢȈɽʭöŶŖʭȚǎǖǢʭňƨŶƨǎǢʭƨŮʭǖǢǪŏŖƝǢǖʭȂŻƒƒʭ

FROM LEFT: SLU Provost Dr. Michael Lewis; Dr. Martha Habash, 
USA JWL academic director and Creighton University professor; 
University President Fred P. Pestello; and Dr. John Buerck (Grad 
Ed L15BP; 

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
SA

R
A

H
 C

O
N

R
O

Y

Gaiman Receives the 2023 St. Louis Literary Award

N eil Gaiman, the 2023 St. Louis Literary Award honoree, summed up his 
life’s work: “The job of a writer is to leave the world more interesting.”

Gaiman accepted the award from the Saint Louis University Libraries at 
a sold-out event in April at the Sheldon Concert Hall. The same day, he was 
named one of Time magazine’s Most Influential People of 2023. 

Best known as a novelist, Gaiman writes in a variety of forms. His work 
includes Coraline, American Gods, The Graveyard Book and The Sandman. 

To close out the ceremony, Edward Ibur, executive director of the St. Louis 
Literary Award, announced that Jamaica Kincaid will come to St. Louis next 
year to accept the 2024 award. 

Kincaid explores themes of colonialism, gender and sexuality, racism, 
class and family in her work. A professor in African and African American 
studies and the Department of English at Harvard University, Kincaid wrote 
the novels Annie John, Lucy and See Now Then.Gaiman accepts the 2023 St. Louis Literary Award.
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The women’s 
basketball team 
and coaching sta� 
celebrate their victory 
in the Atlantic 10 
Championship final in 
Wilmington, Delaware. PHOTO BY MITCHELL LEFF/ATLANTIC 10
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SLU HONORS CLASS OF 2023
The Saint Louis University spring graduation 
celebration culminated with the commencement 
ceremony May 20 at Chaifetz Arena.

New York Times best-selling author and 
motivational speaker John O’Leary (CSB ’99) 
delivered the 2023 spring commencement 
address. 

As a child, O’Leary was so badly burned in an 
accident that doctors gave him less than a 1% 
chance of survival. He detailed his recovery 
in the 2016 bestseller On Fire: The 7 Choices 
to Ignite a Radically Inspired Life. His second 
book, In Awe: Rediscover Your Childlike Wonder to 
Unleash Inspiration, Meaning and Joy, was also a 
bestseller. 
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A LOT CAN HAPPEN IN ONE DAY.  
THIS APRIL, UNIVERSITAS ATTEMPTED  
TO CAPTURE IT ALL.

24 HOURS AT SLU
THERE WAS NOTHING PARTICULARLY EXTRAORDINARY 
about Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at Saint Louis University. It 
ȂīǖƝʡǢʭňƨƛƛŖƝňŖƛŖƝǢʭŏīȈʭƨǎʭŶƨƛŖňƨƛŻƝůʭƨǎʭǢŶŖʭȚǎǖǢʭŏīȈʭ
of classes. But that very ordinariness made it perfect.

For years, the Universitas staff has wanted to share 
with readers all that happens in one day at Saint Louis 
University — from midnight to midnight in both St. Louis 
and Madrid.
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5 - 6 A.M. 9 - 10 A.M.6 - 7 A.M. 8 - 9 A.M.

5:44 A.M.

9:57 A.M.

6:58 A.M.

8:16 A.M.Back in St. Louis, 
student workers 
fold towels at the 
Simon Recreation 
Center front 
desk before the 
facility opens.

Student Susan 
Rippee finishes a test 
during her “General 
Chemistry II” lab 
period.

The sun rises over early-morning runners 
at the Medical Center Stadium.

Research assistant Keith Blomenkamp 
works in Dr. Je�rey Teckman’s 
lab in the Doisy Research Center, 
investigating pediatric liver disease.

PHOTO 
BY STEVE 
DOLAN

PHOTO 
BY SARAH 
CONROY

PHOTO BY  
SARAH CONROY

PHOTO 
BY SARAH 
CONROY

7:15 - 7:42 A.M.

Students Suzanne 
Tran (top right), Tran 
Quach (bottom left) 
and Carolina Cifuentes 
Milla (bottom right) 
prepare breakfast at 
the student-run Fresh 
Gatherings Café in the 
Allied Health Building.

PHOTOS BY  
SARAH CONROY
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4:01 P.M.











2 2     U N I V E R S I TA S     T H E  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E  O F  S A I N T  L O U I S  U N I V E R S I T Y

CL A SS NOTE S

S U M M E R  2 02 3     2 3

 Paul A.  
 Soukup,  
 S.J.  {A&S} 
wrote 

1977
Dr. Jim Engelage {GRAD 
ED} was appointed 
chairman of the education 
committee of the Antique 
Toy Collectors of America, 
a nonprofit educational 
corporation dedicated 
to the history and 
preservation of toys.

George W. Lange Jr. {LAW} 
was elected to the board of 
directors of the Defense 
Orientation Conference 
Association at its annual 
meeting in Washington, 
D.C.

William Sherwood {LAW} 
retired as general counsel 
from Southern Illinois 
Healthcare in January.

1978
Peter J. Dunne {A&S}, 
adjunct professor at 
the SLU School of Law, 
received the Lawyers 
Association of St. Louis 
Award of Honor in March.

1980
Dan Bippen {CSB} was 
elected to the legal board 
of directors of Midwest 
BankCentre. Bippen is 
president of the family-
owned Kuna Foodservice 
and corporate secretary of 

After prison, Andrisse applied to six biomedical graduate programs. He was 
rejected from all but one — SLU. Though not a PEP alum, he is a staunch 
advocate for the transformative power of higher education.

A prosecuting attorney had criminalized 
Andrisse as a hopeless repeat o�ender. Now, 
he is an assistant professor of endocrinology 
at Howard University College of Medicine and 
a visiting professor at Georgetown Medical 
Center. He researches type 2 diabetes and 
insulin resistance, which claimed the life of his 
father.

“It’s never too late to do good,” Andrisse said in 
Creole, recalling the words of his Haitian father.

Andrisse said prior convictions aren’t indicators of one’s potential and 
ultimate contributions to society. He referenced a 2013 analysis of several 
studies that found obtaining higher education reduced recidivism — the 
rate of returning to prison — by 43% and was four to five times less costly 
than re-incarcerating a person. Yet, he added, less than 4% of people 
released each year have a college degree.

As executive director and co-founder of the nonprofit From Prison Cells to 
PhD, Andrisse works to improve access to higher education for incarcerated 
or formerly incarcerated men and women. The nonprofit is helping to “Ban 
the Box” on college applications nationwide, expand the Second Chance 
Pell Grant and remove the convictions question from the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Through the Bridges to the Baccalaureate 
program, the nonprofit aims to change the face of the STEM workforce.

Andrisse speaks 
about his book From 
Prison Cells to PhD 
at Busch Student 
Center in January.
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Mr. Donald B. 
King {Grad SW 

’79}, School of 
Law professor 
emeritus, 
died Oct. 20, 

The “In Memoriam” section includes the names of alumni 
who died between January 2022 and April 2023.

Ms. Jayne Wright {ED ’84}

Dr. Thomas Jewett {ED ’85}

Mr. Bryan Schwartz {PC ’85}

Mr. Thomas Hughes {CSB ’01}

Mrs. Amy (Niedringhaus) 
Johnson {VSN ’01}

Mrs. Josephine Coscia  
{A&S ’03}

Sr. Michelle Emmerich {ED ’04}

Mr. Joshua Stegeman  

KEY




